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cavity of the mouth, and consequently of the whole body
of the tongue.

In the muscle just described, the fibres run only in
one, namely, a transverse direction. The diaphragmatic
character of the floor of the cavity of the mouth requires,
however, that another series of fibres should cross the
former; and as we find this to be the case with the fibres
of the digastric muscle, we need not hesitate to include
this muscle as participating in the diaphragmatic closure
of the cavity of the mouth. Before describing it, we
must first show the relation of the hyoid bone to the
mylo-hyoid muscle.

The form and construction of the hyoid bone has
already been described, so that here we need only
remark that the body of the hyoid bone is connected
with the free posterior border of the mylo-hyoid muscle
in such a manner that it projects into the posterior
fasciculi of the latter, and interrupts their continuity.
This gives rise to two important relations. One result
of this connection will be that the hyoid bone, and with
it the parts dependent upon it, especially the larynx,
must be raised by the posterior fasciculi of the mylo-
hyoid; another, that all movements which the hyoid
bone has the power of performing must have an influence
upon the floor of the cavity of the mouth, thus, for
instance, creating the possibility of its depression.

The digastric muscle is composed of two short muscular
bellies, and an intermediate long tendon. The posterior
belly arises from the mastoid process of the temporal
bone behind the ear, and presently blends with the
tendon, which descends to the hyoid bone, and is here
attached to the side of the body by an aponeurotic loop.
From this point the anterior belly passes to the lower
jaw, and is attached below the mylo-hyoid muscle to the